The sport of wraslling has faced difficult imes when
numerous bamers seem o thwart efiors to advance our
sport.  Thankfully, we have been able to prosper in oifficult
venues, often due to fhe efioris of a rare and extraordinary
individual, whose talent and commitment surpass challanging
CICUMSances,

James (Jim) Regan has shapherded numerous wrastling
programs theough taxing times with the highest level of
integnty, commitment and professionalism, He has had a
profound impact on the devalopmant of scholastic wrastling
in Mew Yark City and on Long Island, particularly, but not
limited to, privata schoals.

Jim graduated from Martin Luther Schooi in 1976, but not
before setting many goals with tha Varsity Wresting team.
He was named WMost Valuable Wrestler by the Maspeth
School, Our sport abviously made a strong and lasling
impression onJirm, Over the next 40 years, he would stamp
his own brand of scholastic wrestling on the private schoal
sector. In fact, the Independent Schools Wrastling
Championship trophy, given every year at the Mayor's Cup
lournamenit, bears his name,

Jim began his coaching career at the Lexington Schoal
tor the Deaf in 1972 while attending 5. Johns University, Jim
graduated from St Johns in 1380 and became the varsity
wrestling coach at Martin Luther High School in Maspeth in
1881, During a coaching career that spanned 22 years al
Martin Luther, he had 35 NYS Private School Champions and
212 NYS place-winnars. His teams won numerous Private
School Athletic Association Championships and were Matro-
pofitan School Chamipions from 2001 through 2003,

Jim foundad the Private Schools Athletic Association
iin 1986 and has served as President and Wresting
Commissioner for the past thirty years. He was the impetus
behind the creation of the NYS Private Schools Wrestiing
Tournament and the driving force in the developmeant of the
NYC Mayors Cup Toumament.

He has showcased his passion and skills at numerous
wrestiing events including: Beat the Streets, USA Wrestling
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lourmaments, Grapple at the Garden and this year's NCAA
Championships held at Madison Sguare Garden

Jim iz a St Stanislaus Hall of Fame Inductes, a Beat the
oireats Lifetime Achievement Award recipient, and has been
named wrastiing coach of the year a total of nine times with
three diffarent wrestling organizations. Although he has plled
up numerous other awards, he has never baen an individual
Seeking recogniion or praise.

Jim has an arsenal of quality traits that have made a huge
difference in the Ives of countiess young wrestlers, Parhaps
his greatest attribute is his compassion and commitment 1o
sanve the disadvantaged, He served as the Coordinator for
the YMCA weekend respite program for disabled children and
adufts for s years. He spent another six years &8s a
volunteer New York State Special Olympics Coach. As a
hards-on administrator, al every wrestling coaches maeting,
he woukd speak and perform sign language simultanaously,
sa the Lexington School for the Deaf coaches didn't miss a
word. Jim is relentiess in his commitment to enhancing a
positive wresting experance for the full spectrum of partici-
parnls.

James R. Regan & truly a specal person. We are pleased
to welcome such an outstanding individual into the National
Wrestling Hall of Fame.




